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INTRODUCTIO]^. 



&i@iiv«§ wbleh t§§ ftqii§fi% i)i4tt€« p§op]i t§f)$^f6( ihdr 
bti9!ii@&§ f§f th« «^(ii§6 ei ihi Qtiillr If I k^t kid i^ fflf 
iMmlf/4? and i/l#i^i f§f » ffl9f»§jit| m^ isk^n up ibs ptfii il ia 
not b€eaus« I am ambiiiay^ of t^« Tiik df gfl A»iti§f«»wd m^ 
tAbily^havt sd* fM§dfi t@ U pufM f§ ihe pf§ff s§i^ i far fill 
Attibof ii w sddom knawn to % a a^w §^t §f 6t^l)§ a§ A 
Raysf iGpayfw 0n§0-iil bavtf§iB«l!m«§ fcHiffnehaniM 
. litefAtyfi I hftfi molfeetid ihat fissdaesi fef a p«»ttfi ii fUr 
pfoof tliac wa wan dasife'd by natata for it'^a «arfr seafionabtt 
Mm, I Mtk, to many of tt)d9a who wilt ba iba oMafjQ^aei^ 
tnlmadfersion m tha aotif^a of thasa pa^-^J always tbooibi 
foitaad of latliftf my hru\n maddtof afiar tba babbla fmM, I 
4iad isattar midaayor to fill reipaetabiy iha ftUiiatloft in wbi^ I 
fcand tnyirif if) Soeialy { and ^inoa ^oridanea bad plao'd ma 
in it, was willini to bt liaf a tbat I wai cui Qut for a Tailor^ 

Bat last my Raader ihould s&ppoia thati lika Mr» Eliif tdA> 
lam only addrming tba PiibHo about my ownDaar iaif 
t bad better proeacd, without any farther Frdofoe to tha 
main Objecti of this WoA, which la 

I. To Vindicate tl^e nam^ and Character of a Tallar aga1fi$i 

^^ tfercad bare witJcisnis that ignorant and foolish people 
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if IKTHODUCTIOK. 

tre ereiy Day levelling at them, without knowm^ what thcjr 
mean, and which have been caird up, with doubleibrce, on a 
late Occaiion, to load them whh Ridicule. r 

II. To show the injustice and impropriety of makin|; any 
body of men the exclusive objectii of Sarcasim from the Stage* 

III. To defend the Conduct of the Tailors during their late 
Dispute with the Performers ; and shew their moderation, at 
Mr. Dowton*8 Benefit, compair'd with the Conduct of theix 
Betters on the other side of the way.' 

IV. To pay off the Performers, Managers, Ac. in their 
e)jon Coin, and give them that portion of Ridicule so justlj^ 
their due, 

V. To ofier a few Remarks on a Stupid publication, caird 
'* The Tailor*sRevdi#t« a Mock-heroic Poem, by Jeremy 
Swell, Gent. 

In going over this Ground, I shall proceed in as dispassio^ 
nate a manner a% fedihg for my injured Brethren, will pesrmit 
—So wanton indeed and unpiovok*d has been the Attack 
Xipon us from the Stage,- that, in. my Remarks upon that, and ' 
every tiling connected with it, I shall be very severe ; but not, 
1 hope, unjustly so ; as whatever I advance shall be founded 
on the basis, of fair argument and poMve facts -, vtrhich Gen- 
tlemen, well informed in Dramatic affairs, have favoured me 
with-How different this from the weapons of our adversanes. 
Cabbages, Cucumbers^ and such nonsense as the ninth pari <f 
n man i 
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51ffi RESPECTABILITY OF THE PROFESSION, 




J50 much unmeaning Wit ha been levcIlM at' 
the trade, and so much Ridicule seems to be ■ 
attached to the very wawc of 'a Tailor, that Ihavs 
takenthe trouble to look inttf Bailey^s Dictionary 
to trace the Etymology of the word, in order to 
discover if there be really any thing in it to excite 
juirth— I find Tailor com^^ 4t^. Tailleur, the 
French word for the Profeffion, which is derivM 
from their verb Tailler, to cyt-7~£o far it appears 
there is nothing laughable in the name — the object 
of Ridicule must then be either the profeffion,, 
orthemen,.. 



First then as to the Profefsibn— *if any one 
can derive consequence ilrom' it's Antiquity 
none has more to boaft of on that fccre than ours — 
Tailoring is as ancient as the iirst man who wore 

cloathst 



M*tifi^i^»sSfiB/ifi«^^ v^_^-^. 




cloaths. Take all Gradations of Society* from the 
poor Labourer in his Sunday coat to the Peer in his^ 
Robes, what is it forms the leading distinction 
between them ? Drefs. To whom are they indebted 
for this enviable Distinction? The Tailors. Ih ai 
Civilized State, then, where those Distinctions, 
are so ftronglv insisted upon, as its chief ornament 
ami support, L t rae ask what body of men can be 
more useful and more entitled td Respect than the- 
Tailors ? Is there conseiv'd to be any thing, 
effeminate in it, becanse the principal partof its^ 
operation is sewings and sewing is the province of 
Women — fo is knitting, and yet we do not find 
Hofiers persecuted with the fame filly malJgnancy 
of wit tha^ pursues the Tailors — In fact, before we- 
pronounce the Trade to bean unmanly ope, we 
-should ask ourfelves how we should liketosee^ 
a woman cutting out a Coat, or making a pair o£ 
Breeches ? 



There is, then, it appears nothing in our 
Trofeffion to render us deserving the ill-natured 
farcasms that have been so charitably bestow'd uport- 
us, and in which, on the memorable Occasion 
that gives rise to this publication, even men of 
Sense andXrudition. have not been -^ham'd to 
join. Well then as to the men. Are they not 
felected from the body of Society, lik^e Soldiers, 

Lawyers, 



k 



Lawyers^ and every other clafaiof theCommunity? 
To be fure they are. 

Does a man degenerate from his nature by 
Irecomiag a Tailor ? Certainly not. Why then do. 
you laugh at us ? Uit because we sit cross legg'i 
at our work ? Fools, who make themselves merry 
with this Circumstance^ do not know^ perhaps, 
that this is the general posture of fitting adopted 
hy all the Eastern nations, as the rao&t graceful and 
natural — nobody was ever feen ta laugh at the' 
6rand Signior and hisHaram fitting crofs-legg'd 
at the Circus ;but twoTailors, in the sarnie pofition^ 
it the Ha^ market^ were deem'd a fit fubjeet for 
mirth — Tempore f mores f '* But,'' says fome 
pert witling,. ** a Tailor is only the ninth part o£ 
a man* ^'^ 

Ye maganimous Heroes of the Sock and Buskin,, 
who divert yourfelves and Hearers with this pretty 
thought — ftep forward and prove your affertion ;. 
meet those men whom you have thus dar*d to 
dander — not with tin daggers and wooden 
jE)op-guns ; but honestly ^5^ tojist — meet them, I 
fay, in this manner, and they willfooli convince 
you of that cdmplete virility, which their mv€$ 
never disputed. 
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J^MPROPRIETY OF THE LATE ATTACK iXH^ 
THE TAILORS* 



J^ O event, connefted with the Drama, far 
many years past, has excited more general interest' 
or become mor« the subject of popular couversa* 
tion, than the reviyal of the ** Tailors" for Mr. 
Dowtoa*s Benefit, ^nd the Opposition made to it, 
by men of that Prof elfi on. The Day follo\ving the 
pracasat the Theatre, all the Editors of the Public 
Prints allottediH, large space in their several paper* 
to the Detail ^f that event-— some indulged them* 
selves in Satirical Description, and others stoop'd 
to crack those vulgar Jokes on the Profeffioni . 
which ia my la«t Section I hj^e shewn to be uxin 
worthy a Rational Being, as they have no founda* 
tioninReafon or Common Sense— —One of these 
Paragraphs I shall insert, in order to answer the 
argument it contains, selected from oneof the bes^ 
written of our weekly Journals ;* yet even this 
sensible andclevcr writer, the reader will perceive, 

haft 




liKs descended to the unmanly BuSbooery before 

alluded to* 

/■ 

Afeer- relating the Disturbance at the Little 
Theatre, he proceeds to Observe : 



" We cannot sufficiently reprobMie these violent 

proceedings in individuals who conceive themselves 

wrong'd by the Stage. If the trade he a ridiculous 

one, it will still be ridiculous, whether the Stage ie 

Stent or no ; is not Kings ridicul'd by the Comic 

Muse, and why may not Tailors be ridicul'd too? 

The Businefs, tho not a very manly one^ will always^ 

flouri(b» however it may be laugh 'd at. A man may 

amuse himself as much as he pleases at its expence, 

' but he must fltll be oblig'd to it for bis Coat of 

Breeches. If no description of men be to be in* 

tr6duc*d on the Stage, there' is an end of th^ 

JDranaa at once ; we (halj have all the Thieves in 

the Kingdom coining to cry 'down the Beggars 

jQpera; the twelve tribes of Israel will unite. to 

damn the Merchant of Venice; and there will be a 

Royal Proclamation forbidding the Representati* 

on of Tom Thumb. The managers are much to he 

commended for their Spirit : it is the province 

of the Stage to exhibit men and manners » and 

though the Tailors may deny the propriety of 

their being reprefented on the Sta^e> as not being 

Mxaetb/ men, yet after the late exhibition of their 

talents^ 




tifemflr, tbey ffiuft allow that their manners are lili 
no fmall degree open to reprehenfion.'* 

• I fflall fay nothing to thfe xoiiti/ fUtt of the f6'rC« 
going Paragraph^ the author Js welcome to all tht 
mefit ot it, as his Readcri arc to all the mirth it wilt 
afford them— nor (hall I advance Any thing addu 
tional to prove the trade of a Tailor to be a rMnli^ 
one — ^I flialL content myfdf with anfwering what 
be has adduced in defence of the Piece, the PfO« 
dnction of wbieb has given fuch juft Caul^ of 
OBcJKt to our fraternit^r— 'his attack- upon th< 
mpncff of the Taiipri, I (b^il re^rve for tb^ next 
Section but give me leave then; to obferve the ar# 
gunacnts of this Journaliftf and the example! bjr 
which be would fupport them, however plaufible 
they may feem at firft (igbt, do not one o( f ben^ 
apply in this Cafe. 

V. If no dercriptiott of men be introduced or^ 
the Stage there is an end of the Drama at 
once." Well, we know it>»who would ever veniure 
to deny fp felf-cvident a p'ofition ? Would the 
Tailors* Certainly not. They have never rotrri 
mui'd, tho'ihcy bavd frcquetrily been indrodac'4 
on the Stage; and thcit in the mod tudicroua 
manner- But let me ask how any of the threo 
Pieces above cited can be prov'Ato have the famel 
Jqcal tendency a$ the Piece caliM th$ TAlW^4Sx 



%t 

Whe ^^gganOpera w^^as intended as a Sat're on ^he 
Italian Opera~tbe Thieves, fo far from bein^ 
liurt, have thought themfelves honor'd by it— The 
Mfrclumt qfKtmce paints a Jew in the moft hideous 
features of inhuman Cruelty ; but, as Shakcjrpearc 
certainly never meant to characterise, in this 
monfter, every individual of the Jewifli nation, 
.^e Tribes of Israel wpuld betray an unpardona- 
jble wea,knefs did t,hey[ appear affe^ed with k 
^^^•Tom Thumb is a Burlefque upon Tragedy^ 
/o Is the Tailors;, and were a Drunken Tai- 
lor, and his jealous Spoufe, introduced in. the 
Jatter, in the fame way as King Arthur and 
.Queen Dojl^ilola are ■ jn the former, no Tarllor 
4C0uld hav^ been difpleafed with it. 

i . . . . . 

It is not our, moft gracious Sovereign; it is 
a:>ot the King of Pruflia; it is,^qt the Emperor 
Bounaparte ; it is not the King of Spain that is 
introduced in Tom Thumb, but a King. In 
4he other Piece, rice versa, they are not the Tai- 
lors of France, Spain, or Germany ; but the Tai- 
lors of this Metropolis, who are felefted as the 
direfl: Objefts of Ridicule, All general Satiie is 
,to be tolerated on the Stage, as well as from the 
Prefs ; but.when either of them level the finger 
of Scorn at any particular man, or set of men, it 
iecomes a Hbel^ 

Could 
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Could the latter be tolerated in the Prers, if 
ccrtaialy ought not on the Stafe*— 

The Prefs is open to all Parties : ivill any man. 
be bold enough to fay the fame thing of the 
Stage? 

If a man is attacked in print, either in a 
ferious or comic view, he has a fair opportu* 
nity of retaliating upon his opponent, and fight« 
ing him with his own weapons— When attacked 
from the Stage it is different. 

Suppofe either of the Managers of Dury-Ianb 
Theatre thought his Tailor charged too much for 
making his Coat, he need only get him Caricatured 
in fome Piece on the Stage ; fome fiupid JFarce. 
infipid as any that appeared there lall feafon— • 
no matter how deficient in every thing that 
confiitutes Dramatic Merit — His patronage 
would be quite fufficient to carry it through-*- 
to ufe a phrafe of one of thofe enlightened Judges 
of the Drama, he would " admire the CmUrU 
tance of it," and Contrivance is every thing in 
Stage Concerns ; but where would be the re* 
fource of the Man thus held up to Public 
Derifion ? 



Did 
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^3 

Did -he poffefs talents for Play-writing, and 
took the bell Super/im New Comedy, made fx) 
mieasure^ according to the newefl Fafliion, to 
cither of the Loncion Theatres, unlefs he were. 
fortunate enough to have a friend in Court^ the 
Uiiconfcionable Rogues would fwear it wovij 



I think I need fay nb more than this to prove 
the injuftice and impropriety of the late Attack 
upon the Tailors; were 1 to go Fun her, I could 
not put it in a Sronger point of view, and 
fhould perhaps only weaken what I have already 
faid— What a.iubject for mirth ? A large body 
of induftrious men, demanding of their em* 
ployer* a little advance in their W'ages, in order 
to fupport their Wives and Children, who in a 
Country where the Neceffaries of Life fome- 
timcs rife fo fuddenly, and enormously^ without a 
proportionate rife in the price of labour, are 
fomctimcs reduced to the very brink of 
Starvation i 

'Twas certainly an ill-judg'd, and an ilI-tiraM 
thing; to exhibit any fuch SubjeQ on the Sta^e, in 
a ludicrous point of View ; and Mr, Dowton,'iu 
reviving fuch a Piece, as the Tailors, from that 
Oblivion into which it hnd fallen, if he can 
B make 
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make it appear that he was Actuated by noma* 
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lignant motive towards us, muft certainly stand 
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convicted Jn the eftimatiou of every fober, 
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welUthinking man, of tbegrossefi want of Rf> 
^l^ection as well as Tafte jind Difcemment. 










■ "^ 






1,' 






K 


' 




.^ 






> 

■ • 


.... ,; :. ... , ■ . j 

j 




f 


s 

\ 




i 


:iT 




4 


1 






\ ' 


^^R 


a 


1 
\ 



DEFENCE OP THE TAILORS^ 




Now com6 to an rmpoitant head of my 
preseirt work, **io defend the Public Conductor 
that body of^men^tO whose fratcruity I have the 
honoi to belong, «rid whoJt^wtf^^^TJfare, according 
to the Newspaper I have}bst quoted, in no fmall 
Degree, open to Reprehetifion.** 

In the first place; give^meleaVc to- ask where is^ 
the Tailor who was ever known to take Offence- 
at the Ludicrous exhibition of one of theirTrade 
in- Catherine and PetruchiO ; or the many wipes at' 
their profelfion in Morton^ Comedy o£ ** a Cute^ 
jF4)r the Heart ichc ?'* 

Where is the Tailor Mrho was evef 'known ift - 
Coinpaiiy to exprels hU Difsat'sfaction at thf^se 
Ibices ? whowillihen da.e tosay that the Taiioia 
are offended at being represented on the ftage like 
«ve.y oilier Character and Profcfsiau ? Tailors^- 
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whatever may be thought^ or said of them, are 
much bttter inform'd. Th?y are warm admirers. 
oi the ftago, snd iho' from its present miserable- 
State, it would be next toimpofsible to Siy what 
it w, yet they know it ought to be a mirror of real 
life ; 

** To (hew the very ^ge and body of theTimes, 
its lorm and prefsure?* 



V*' '.- 



.Bur I agalrt repeat, general Sarirei not local 
Ridicule, is iU province— let if Lu^h at ^.ur 
Profefsion inagood humor'd way, we will laugjv 
top ; but it ftall ncvei* meddle with our private 
Concerns — A fet of industrious men, ftntggling 
to get bread for their families ! was no 6t fub- 
JQCt for Dramatic humour, and Tailors were 
justified in tesifyHig their warmest indignation at 
fuch an URwarrax^table exhibitii^n. ^ 

BtH bow fer the granil poiat, the memorable 
l;5th of August^, yrlicn the incens'd Tailors, 
Oycrwhelm'd with the Tor?ent of their iv- . 
dignatfon, the trembling Culprits, who had so 
outrageously provoJted their Ire ; when, had it. 
not been for the inordinate euthusiafm of a few, 
and the unhappy force of ilecen^ ^jawi;?/* on Niany, 
otherwisewelldispos'dand orderly men, History 
bad recorded to latest poftei ity OHr fhining Viflory 

oyei: 



If 
fever the Candle^ snuffing Heroes, who hai. 
dared us to the Field, — Yes. in fpite of their . 
Wooden Orators, and waoden- heaCfd inanagers, 
we had made them feel to tho'ead of' theif lives ' 
what it is to infult a Tailor; 

What, interrupts fomtbody*, will you Veilture l<;^- ' 
defc*nd, the Shanieftrl Riot, which difgraced tha> 
Occasion ? will you hold up your hand' in favor 
6^f outrage, and Disorder f 

6od forbid 1 should ever beeortte the* Advocatdf 
ofany.thingthat'militatesagain&t Social order— aity. 
thing hostile to th«^ Peace of this' metropolis ; but:' 
in the midft of this storm of Censure, which hat 
blown on us from all Quarters, in coAs<ft}ucncer 
of the above impteflions,.! williinideHaii tb^ De* 
fence oi my Brethren on that t>4|^tji^^ and thai 'o» 
stich Grounds ^s must ultiil^iCQ^^earry cohvietioxt ' 
to every unprejudiced m^df timt thferr condilctv 
and the motives of thar Cortduct,^ have beea ' 
unfairly and partially view'd; that tbey hdVe beenr 
kasdiy contiehttnM, without Candidly Considering 
«fi theCircuf/istdthces ; that'the; wbyie'blamc' of thatr ' 
Tumult, which all niert must deplore, and whT?K' 
nb-man isihoresincertJy forry'fortliaii myself, rtiuft; '■ 
attach, not to the Tailors, but to thofe 'Mihrfgets • 
who are fo much applauded for iheij Spirit^ nay to 
the very. Magiftrate who was called in on 

that- 
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Employ *^d m the service of the Pablic, instead* of 
fwearing; in Gohiistables to aVar men, who had so' 
departed from the lint of their profeffion as to fur- 
nilh CW/ar* for them^ 



Let me ask those rigid moralists, who condemn 
the fnofiners of theTailors, fiom what criterion they^ 
are to model thenv but those of the age in which 
they live ? Tailors of all other People, dare not* 
depart from tlie falhioni ^ti* what they live by. 

Now only examine their Cafe candidly — those 
men are attacked from the Stage, in a most unwar- 
rantabje manner, and they \^ish ta testify to the 
Managers of theTheatre their sirujig Duapprobation 
of his Conduct, in producing a piece, intended to 
rUicuIe their Profeffion, and refusing to withdraw 
it on their requesting him — the imiy questidn is^ 
how tljey are to proceed, in order to attain this 
o^Ject ? It is the first time they have ever been 
calTd upon in a fimilar manner-— they are wholly 
unacquainted with the etiquette in such a cafe-— 
Nothing could have been more unfortunate for 
them than such ignorance, had not a clear and 
dilUnct paih jufl been chalk'd out for them, by 
thofe very people, to wham it was natural to 
fuppoffcthey wouM luok*up to for example. 
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Our Sublime Ariftocracy *— thofc CorinAiaii;' 
Capitals of polilhed Society — thofe bright 
Conflellations of Fafhion, that flicd the Day-. 
fpijng of Knowledge and Refinement on the 
humble Walks of Plebeian Life, had pointed 
out to then^, in the mo& striking manner, that ihe 
oirf)' juft and rational Method they could have, 
recourfe to, in this iiiftance, was a Row at the. 
Theatre — And, aS it was reafonably to be expect, 
td, the Tailors adf>pted it* - 



To be fure fome Doubts arofe in their minds,- 
as would in the mini of every. man,* who had 
nothing to affift his Jddgmiciit, fave the Dictates 
of comipon Serife, and 'whafe Underftanding 
had not attaintd that ekvaied pitch nccefsary to 
imbibe the exalted 'notions of polite Life; it 
did appear to their Vulgar Coceptions that fuch a- ' 
mode of Difplaying their Refentment would 
amount to pothlifgfcfs' than a direct breach of^ 
the Peace ; but Vas the Riot at the^ Opera ©on- 
fidered as^ fuch ?^ Where was the Offender who 
was puniQicd for his exertions .on thsit night? 
.^M^here was the Magiftrate who made the flighteft, 
effort to difcdver^- or puiiifh^the inftigators of^" 
and principal Aftdrs in, the tumult ? Where, 
was the Coqflable, or (except Mr. Kelly, who. 
made a feeble attempiTo reftore harmony) \\ here 
was the Manager who prefumed to intetfcre iii 

thi|- 




this poKte fray; or even dard to grumhUzi the 
Damage the Theatre tad fuftaineJ, from the ele- 
gant exertions of thcfe GentU^folksJ Every 
Doubt then of the plan th<?y were proceeding 
with being a le^al one vanifh*^d .from their* 
minds, and they deternnned to adopt a Syftem of 
Aflion that had been {o clearly pointed out to 
ihem, and pro-vc to the World that they po{- 
fcfsM the fame fenfe of injury, and were cap:i- 
I'le of teflifying their Rcfentment in as fpiriteil 
a Way as people of the firft Rank ind Fafliion* 

It did tikewi& appear to them, poor trniiN' 
Kru6led Men! that when the'Managers offered to 
withdraw the offerifive Fiece, and prevent Mr* ^ 
Dowtonfrom performing, thattheCe wercas greal* 
concelfions as they could reafonably expeS, and . 
that they onght i^fn to dclift i^om any farther rio. 
lence. But would it not be altogether indecent in 
them, to let it be fuppofed they kfte^ -bet Lex what 
good .behaviour was tl.an" thofe who were 
bJefsM with all thofe advantages of Education 
and Refinement, which hard Fate, had denied to 
Tctilors?— Certainly it would; and tliey did no 
wore than their Dtity in facrificing their .owa 
private opinion to-that of their.betteri. 

But fo hard is it for the low . bora 
ttiind to. attain all at once to perfeflion,. 

that 
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that they oould not proceed with the firme nob- 
ble Spiirt as the gentry at "the Opora-^flicy- 
could not, for the foul of them, acquire suiE* 
cient elevation of sentimtrU to demoliOi theJFiddles 
and the Sconces — No, not though the termor o( 
lofing their Cuilomers hung over their heads;, 
fpr it is a fa£l, within my own knowledge, that 
a Mailer Taylor, who was prefent that Even, 
ing, loft the honour oi making c loath s for -the 
family of a certain Duchss^ becaufe his meiv 
did not break a Bafloon about the head ofMn 
Dowton, and cram Juflice Graham imo a kettle* 
druBu 



is 



Another' circumflance dccurred in the afTairf 
iif the 15th of Auguft, which, from the man* • 
ner in^ which it has been reprefentcd, has^ 
I fcarr dr^wn upon ti«a great deal of unmerifed 
Cfcnsure. and has been eagerly embraced by our-. 
enemies in order .to-make it appifar that we are 
ilFa fanguinary and cruel -Diipositlon-^^I mean 
the Circumstance of a pair of Scifsars having* 
been thrown fi?ora the Galleries, as it is ftiid, at 
Mr. Dowton— -That fuch an instrument was- 
actually thrown is an undoubted fact ; but that, 
it was thrown at Mr. Dowton I deny — it was; 
thrown to hiai — there is a difference between at 
jinH to — .D» you- suppose, in throwing tljis weapon 
to Mr» Dowton, .it was the intention ol thcTailor^ 
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tokill hit«, ordoyou Tuppose that from the Dexirmia 
hand which flung it, fo accustomed to its exercise, 
"had fuch intention existed, it had faiVd in the 
object of Its Deftination ?That it would not have 
been as fatal in its effects as the Tomahawk of an 
Indian ? Most certainly; and were it thrown with 
any fuch intent, Mr. Dowton had certainly died 
•• to fleep no more;*' he had made his quktik-i 
with the shears inftead of the B:>dkm. 

But Tailors are not men of ehis stamp — their 
anger when rou&'d is terrible^ as the world must 
be convinced ; but it never leads them to acts of 
■cruelty. What then was the intention of 
-throwing this weapon to Mr. Dowton ? I wiM 
tell you — it was meant as a Chal!enge-'-you may 
laugh if you please; but it is the real fact. What 
throw apair of Sciffars at a man as aChailenge ?^ 
And give me kave to ask yon what could have 
been more proper ? Is it not the emblem rof our 
Profeffion ? C«uld any thing then have fpoke« 
■more .plainly a Declaration .of Hostilities from 
the insulted trade ? Nothing. But Mr. Dovrton 
pretended not to understand it; he meanly 
attempted to pervert its meaning, and by offering 
a Reward for apprehending the person who threpr 
it, has fuccecded in making a false impreffion o»n 
the public, to our Disparagement. But his 
fcandalous perverfion of our conduct shall 

avail 
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avail htm no longer— -We now Hand upon c^ual 
Ground; we afsert the justice of our Cause^^— We 
challenge our opponents to the field of fair 
Argument. 

I have ftep't forward, the adyocate of my injured 
Brethren — I have pleaded their cause, in the 
face of that public to whpm we have been fa 
fliamefully mifreprcfented; I think I have succeed- 
ed, asfar as Heason and demonstration can go, in 
proving that the Calumnies which have been 
levelled against us, are jvithout foundation — that 
a Tailor, inllead of being only ^he ninth part of a 
4ntin^ is, while he pays his way, more of a mce^ 
than many of his opponents— That the Pro- 
feffion of a Tailor is a manly one, while theirs. 
It has lately .beien proved, is a m^re £ayV buli- 
nefs — That fitting Crogs-kgg'd is a. gentetl Poffure ; 
that we have been fliamefully attack'd from the 
Stage, without any juft provocattion, on our Pait 
— that we refented it like men— *That Tailors 
were not more criminal in kicking up a Rbio at 
Colman's Theatre, when their Profeffion had 
bee» attack'd, than People of Quality for Breed* 
ing a Riot at the Opera, becaufe the Managers 
had prt^fum'd to curtail their Amufemcnts, out 
of refpect to the Lord's Day. That the Jkeatrv- 
cal Jystke Ought to have interfered in that Affray, 
«s well as in ours, and that in not having done 
fo, he leaves People to fuppofe him guided 

by 
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' by the aame principles o^ discerning equity ^ as a Ma- 
gistrate, that influence his Mauai^ement of th* 
Drama, 

After these flaf^rant Proofs, with these manifest 
Convictions staring you in the face, Ye ragged 
' Sons of Tkespis! (Ragged till the Public Liberalitj 
had cloatked you) \A hat will you say for yourselves ? 
What a figure would your tinsel Mmmrchs and Rol^ 
ling-pin Generals cut upon ^:he Stage, wlere it not 
for the useful labours cf those men whom you have 
so wantonly attack'd ! How will you attempt to pal- 
liate your ingratitude ? Have you nothing to say 
for yourselves ? List eh then, ■ ye impudent Knaves, 
and since your Doui^ Chief was too dastardly to 
accept a Tailor's Challenge ^ listen to the retortive 
ebullitions of a Tailor's anger ! Hide your dimitish- 
ed heads, while the arrows of a Tailor's , Wit fiy 
arround you, sharper than Ncedlc^^nioxe cutting 
tlmu the Shears! 
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HAT u this Stage, whose license is so much 

insisted upon? Mind, I say, what is — What it 

eu^ht to be, I know-— A Divine source of intellec- 

?tual Amusement and moral Reform — The School 

,of Virtue^ >the Nursery of Genius, and the Minor 

of Truth* What is it in its present State? A vile 

vCx^hibition o^f insipid Operas, stupid Farces, ridi^ 

ciilous Puppet Shews, and paste-boardPantomimes ! 

The School of Chicanery, the Nursery .of Dullness, 

and a Magic-lantern to hew V4ce, .dyess'd in the 

Glossy-Coat of Sentiment! ^liere Fools ,are p^id 

Iq Write Plays^-and Boys to ^c^ them ^^ W:herc 

Deceit is tjiugljt. Dissipation pr^otis'd^ vmAJjijtlstlejc 

publicly profess'd. 

This is the Sacred Institution which has a Right 
to wound without ret;;iliation, and whose Attacks no 

jnan is to complain of ; Whose Performers but 

stay, I must seltle my Account with tlie Masters, be- 
fore 1 ,4<?scend to the Jounieymtn^ 



Make yourselves easy^ Gentlemen, I shall pay 
you all a Visit in turn — every one of your Trade is 
4ncluded in the Obligation W« feel towards you — 
t-:d you shall ,all have it in your turn — Managers 

Jfir&t-^ 
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irst— Aiathora nex4— -and, lastly^ o^r friefltTs tfir 
Performers. I shall take the liberty to draw a 
parallel between your profession and mine ; far fronr 
lliinkiug you will be dishonored' by the Cofliparisoni 
1 shall consider u» both as Tailors working for the 
tame Public ; We displaying Our Talcnti in Drm, 
and| you in A^rem- The only question to , be 
considered between us, it which of us observe the** 
greatest honor and equity in oui* Detdin^^. 

/ DRURYLANE. 

THIS is an old established Shop— Once tlie first: 
hi the line, and was, many years ago, remarkable- 
fot the excellence of its workmanship, and the d«ra-^ 
bilityof the work which it sent opt in*o the world ; 
eo much so, that a Coat made from that Shop, has 
. lftcea.lqiown.to-lasta great. n^^nber- of jjsarsj.iu cpo-r 

' slant weai»; and even then, to be better than any 

"one of modern make that could *be procured; bwt? 

during several years past, it has been falling gra^lually 

into Decay, aiid< almost entirely lost iU reputation- 

When. the present Proprietor bought the Concern,- 
every body thought the Shop would flourish more 
than ever ; for he was known to be the best Tailor in- 
England; tho* he had Rivals of acknowledged 
^ worth; but he quite Disappointed the public ex- 
pectation, for he no sooner was set up in business,, 
than he entirely left^ oft working. He took to* 
drinking, sitting up a-nigiits, and iying a-bkd whole 
Jkyi$, entirely neglecting his business. He Spent the 
C 2. greater 
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. jreatpr p^t of his, time ia a certain Delating S&ciei^f 9 
vbere he got nothing but the empty applause of 

"those who admired his speeches ; instead of thifl, 
had he stuck to his. Shop, in Drucy Lane^ he might, 

' \i\ afevT years, by the right apphcation of his talents, -, 
biire realiz*d a splendid fortune. . 

The Consequence was obvious, he soon became^i 
Bankrupt, and the Concerxi is carried on for. the 
Benefit of the Creditoi-s ; but the management of it 
is entrusted to such a set of -Stupid fellows, that 
every thing is going to pot, and the House has 
: Jihnost tntirely lost its Reputation. The chJkant 

* Master is now so reduced, that he is glad to work 

• for his own Shop; but will never send home a Coat, 
or a pair of Brerches, 'till he is paid for it befor« 
hand, and knowing the ignorance of his employers, 
and his own repuPbitiou with the Customers, he 
fudges then^i off with any kind of -work, for which ' 
he makes the m^.^t exorbitant cjemauds. So en- 
tirely absorbed is he in idleness and diesripation, 
tliat he can never be brought to make a Coat, or 
nuy other of the higher parts of Tailoring, but is 
satisfied to exercise his talents upon a pair of.Breethcs; 
and even this he only cuts out himself, and gets a 
JFari of his to do the stitching part. ^ : 

JThe ignorance and incapacity of thase, who now 
conduct the business of this large, and OHce emi- 
nent Shop, is beyond all belief. They are not capa- 
ble of distinguishiBg good from bad \^'orkmen, yet 

they 
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tHey tdepend entirely on their ow» pervevaejudgnient, 
aiid even when one is reeoai mended to them by agood ■ 
JudgCy they will not employ him.; (I aiu speaking o^ 
the A/g-Afr order i of vVofkinea> whose busiiiies it is to 
invent Faskiws'^. mindset the work for the others) but 
give the pkreference to some stupid fellow of thtir 
own acquaintance y in Consequence of which, thej 
havebecom« noted lately for the most shabby Jour- 
neymen in <the whole Trade, and all the new work 
they have sent out, has, in general, been so bad, as^ 
to bereturned upo];i their hands*. 



Their Folly is equal to their Obstinacy, and their 
meanness surpasses their Folly; for they will some- 
times employ a -Workman, whom they had before 
refused to engagey^ for the just value of his work, at 
a price far beyond his ^Deserts, : because somebody 
else has discerned his merit, and brought him for- 
ward to the notice of the Public. They will some- 
times la^'in a large quantity of ' Cloth niore than 
they want^ 'till it becomes spoil'^d and good for no- 
thing ; by which means, large Sums of Money are 
foolishly squandered away.- Then they nre sCi 
mean asto em^ploy men thatliave been turn'd away 
from other Shops for bad behaviour, iustea*! of act- 
ing like men of Spirit ; And letting them remain out^ 
ofemploy, 'till their pride was properly humbled* . 

GOVENT GARDEN. 

THIS is likewise an old established Shop, once 
second to Drury Lane; but now takes the lead in 

Buninesst 
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Business. The Master of thie Concern is of a very 
different Character from him we have just spoken 
of. He is a plain, plodding man of Business;, 
by no means deficient in liberality artd Spirit; 
but his ideas are too mechanical — he wants the 
true Ge«{tf5 of Tailoring. Wanting it himself, he is 
therefore incapable of discerning it in others ; their 
Stitches are pretty good, but the higher Order of Woik* 
Baen are of the most misenible Class— The two prin- 
cipal are Reynolds and D.bdin^ — The Coats which 
the former makes," have a smart appearance at first, 
aiid please the Customers ; but they do not wear 
well. 'Tis seldom that any one of then! is known 
to last a year. The latter is a fellow that goes 
about to all the Tailor's-shops in London, and 
steals the Cuttings, which he manufactures into 
©dd fantastical kind of Garments, that please certain 
descriptions of peof>ie very well — tho' some parts of 
them aregeneraliy^ifery T/ueadbarc — and once, having 
turned ar. Old Coat,.which was exposed for Sale, a 
vast Croud of Jews Assembled about the Shop, and 
threaten'd him with the severity of their resentment, 
for haviug invaided the province of Rag-fair, ^How- 
ever, both these men are happy in being employed 
by a Master who has more Generotity than Taste 
and Discernment ; and while numbers of good 
Workmen are left to Starve, they get Well paid for 
their shabby pc^'rformances/ 

There was, for many years b. foreman iq this Shop, 
who drew a great deal of Custom from has agreeable 
vivacity and gentleman-like manners ; but he has 

lately 
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lately beeii turned a^'ay, and a grave looking fellow 
hired in his place, who is not lik'd so well ; and since ^ 
he has been there, the Shop has been the most 
noted of any m thie T^ade, for getting up Mourning. 

HAY. MARKET. • 
THI9 is a little Boutique^^h^t dees a tolerable 

i^^hare of Business in Summer- time, but i^ quite dead 
t ■ ^ 

in the Winter — The^Master of it is an excelletit 

Tailor ; but a devilish lazy fellow ; he had rather 

. nvork for any shop but his own, and will not set a 

glitch without being paid for it, before hand — His 

' Worlt once gave gweo^t Satisfaction to John Biill ; but 

latdy, being very much in uant of a Guinea, "he got 

up H Cx)at m a hnrrj^; after t^i** manner of Dibdin— 

a thing of shreds and patches ^ and fell into Disgratc 

H^on that account, which he has not yet. been able to 

lecO'/er from. • • 

He has got a very shabby trick of making free 
with other people's cloth. It is a fact that a jt7zecc 
was sent last Sutimier to'make a CoaJfe-ibr the Shop, 
which he sent back, sayi\ig it would not do; but 
took care to cabbage as much of it as made a pair X)f 
Breeches for himself; but he was not able to wear 
it much^ for, from ^evrrnl defects in the Workmafi- 
*hip, it had a very Obscene Ap pea race, and the Stfst 
time he put it on he was kissed at greatly. 
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PART K 



CRITICAL REMARKS ON THE TAILOR'S REVOLT, 
A MOCK-H tROIC POEM, BY JEREMY SWELU 




1 T IS with regret tfcat I allot any part of thit 
Work, lo offer remarks on fo inGpId a Perfgr, 
roan ce as that I am now going to etU vp ; Well 
aware that in fo doing I (hall only givejrefh no* 
toriety to a work that would otherwife, in a fliort 
time, fink into the Dark i^hades of Ol^Iivion ; 
but as feveral ot my Breth. en- have req^pefled il,^ 
Xcomply« 

Among the Attacks we have lately endured^, 
from the ^>tageandPrefsi is one entitled, '^ The* 
Tailor's Revolt,'.* written by a perfop^ who fignr- 
faimseif Jeremy Swell ; who has eontriv'd taj 
Swell out 2 2 pa:^es with a Defcription ot our Otf« 
pute with the Performers, &c. irr the mod' 
wretched Doggrel that ever iffu« d from the Preft'* 
of^Grubb Street ; embelliihM withfome inciden<^ 
tal circumitances of his own elegant iu^entionr- 
tho* his ideas are eviJently taken from the Piece 
called the '•Tailors " Worthy model of P>' 
excellent a Satirift !— Mr. Swell tells' us, in the 
Eteface, what the Newlpapt rs had told us before* 

Wert' 
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^' Were every clafs bf men to rise against Plays ^ 

.in which characters of their own buGnefs are 
ironically introduced, and succeed in condemning 
them, our Theatres mufl soon fliut — We fliould 
haVe the Eafhionable World rise up againfl 
The School tor Scandal; — Scotchmen in 
arms agalnft •* The Man of the World,*' 
The-Knights of the Pestle againft the •• Doctor 

-AND Apothecary,*' &e* — Country^ Attomics 
againft the •* Village Lawyer '."'and fcolding 
Wiv^s would hold ceaeslefs clamour againft 
Catharine and Petruchio, &c. &c. &c. 
The Clergy even do not { escape 'the theatrical 
lafli." — How much the World is indebted to him 
for thefe Onghial remarks ! 

The Poem begins thus : 

'T^vis on a «umTXier*s eve, Old^ol a-bed. 
And madam Luna juft Pop\ out her bead ; 
The clouds were off — the sky seicncly fair^ 
And not a single puff dsturb'd the air ; 
when SniP, a member of the Tailor weal, 
Jlesolv'd to take a walk to Pentonville; 
He no sooner form'd such resolution 
But wfent to put it into execution, 
it may be ask'd.by some ill-natur'd loon 
How * twas he could the (hopboard leave so soon? 
The answer is — a grievous one — ^good lack 
.Cucrabers were cheap — ^and bus'nefs was shck. 

But, 
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Buf, to proceed— Says Smip, " For once I'll yici*' 
To pleasure, and explore each veniant field . 
That leads unto the fam^d New River Head« 
Jrom whence^ by pipes, our tea- water is led/^ 
The air he snift — and now and ihen he'd stop 
And cry ** bpw grateful this is to the fliop.'* 



This he illunratesby a Note, not worth N«* 
lice, tho' his readers are indebted to bim for it; 
as his rhymes certainly needed fome explana* 
tion to make them underftood-«— Prefently he. 
gives a defcription of Mr. Snip's perfon : 

He was gifted sure with beauty's flore. 
Thin as a pine, in height juft five foot four t. , 
Gray were his eyes, and sandy was his hair,. 
H:*s fare, why fic^u yjlt'^^ |'evc^l^d*therer 
His coat was green, the skirts did. not well match» 
And here and there was seen a gracelefs patch,. 
His waificoat crimsoQ^-^and report so tellst , 
Blue 'twas that gracM his inexpreisihles ;. 
His fiockings whitey-browD— 4>rpw.n was bis hat^ 
His Hnen too — there was^not much of that ; 
In short,, his <ill, his every thing was made . 
In crof^-Iegg'd mould, and plainly, spokejiis^ trades^ 

Itis ufuarwith natiy Authors to giVc, with his^ 
Work, a Portrait of his own fwcet Perfon — this 
unhappy Bard,, not being quite Rich enough to. 

. fiand- 
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Hand the expences of an engraving, has kindlf 
indulged u^ with his pi£lure in Verfc^ 

Afterward, Mr. Swell favors us with a Dtfcrip. 
tion of the Fields, leading from Cald-bath-fquaie 
to Pentonville — not being a Poet oi the mod 
iervid imagination, he could not poflibly defcribc 
-what he never faw, and has therefore wifely con- 
fin'd hi« Obfervations within the limits of hit 
Awn Jlurtd EscGursions, 

Being .come to White-Conduit-Houfe ; 
Snip cried aloud, " Ah, ha, VU cut a flafli. 
And "brandy- punch ; but hold, I've got no cash^ 
What must be done, my prospects all are marr'd 
I*U wri%e a poem, cried the purselefs Bard, 
Porter Oiall rouse my disappointed ftate, 
For there they'll tick, and put it on the flate. 
Backwaird he hafte — but e'er his steps could gain 
The narrow corner of known teather-lane. 
His soul is rous*d — and is he pray, to blame, 
He heard a ctoud jeft at the Tailors' name ? 
He fneaks'mongft them — Oh! his pride muft fall. 
For he espies pofted againft the wall 
^•TAILORS; A TRAGEDY FOR WARM 

WEATHER r" 
Tailors* Dungs, Flnts, huddled all together. 

Jerry Swell then introduces one of our Trade 
communicating the above circumftance to the 
Profeflion at large, in the following way ; 

As 
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«' As I from Pentonville trndg'd here this niglit,. 
*' A plav-house bill appeared * fore my sight, 
*' On which was ftuck these damo'd words together 
"TAILORS, A TRAGEDY FOR WARM 
• WEAiHFR!*' 
At this each bold veteran of the baud 
Threw down his* hachei/^piipe and made a fland; 
** Heroes of Cloth, I see its not in vain 
*• That I to you of this vile wrong complain; 
'* The Piece I've read, if it is phiyd we're lost, 
*' And ridicule wi'l ever (lain our hoGt ; 
'* No, e'er that haps, why, furious war we'll wage 
'* And fhow a TailoTs valour to the age : 
** Renown 'din tivrk-^venQwn' din arms we'llgro^- 
** And ev'ry player-:nan we will overthrow. " •, 

I shall offer no other coinment on the whoW-of - 
this Charming Pcrtormance, than that of advifing 
Mr. Svvell to stick t-^ his ProfefTion of writing Dy« 
ing Speeches, till that Happy Period when " Some 
^' trusty Brother of the Tiade, shall do for him 
** v.'hat:heha5 done for many." Or» if he wishes 
to avoid tlf^isca'A/^fJ iate, to confider the next time 
he is in want ot Brandy Punch, witiigut money to' ' 
pay for it, hew dish(mesf'it is to make the Publi'C 
pay IS. for what they have read bef«j;e in the public <* ' 
Prints ; and when he has invited them hy an, impof- 
ing Title to sup with the Muses, to feiye them up*, 
no higher Dainty than what a Sheep^s ficad can afford^ •- 

THE END. 

,^»--s : —^ — -^_, — , 

Pi-inleJ by Wake and Co. Albion . • 

Jlu Idings, Bartholomew Clubc, 
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